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This CCER booklet of reforms introduces the Lebanese public opinion to the reforms that the Campaign
deems necessary to achieve a fair aachatratic legal framework for both parliamentary and municipal

elections.

The reforms presented in this booklet were elaborated in the coursedeptin studies and discussions
among the members of the Campaign and electoral experts, hoping to reaol tainsparent elections and

developing political work in Lebanon.

CCER welcomes your valuable remarks and opinions and appreciates interactivity and participation in

electoral reform.

Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform
Union Bldg, Sanayeh, SpmsaSt. 5th floor
20403005 (Zarif), BeirutLebanon
Tel/Fax: +961 1 351851
Email: ccerleb@gmail.com

www.ccerlebanon.org

twitter.com@CCERLebanon facebook.com/CCERLeb

1| Page



Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform (CCER) ........ccuuiiiiiiiiiiiii it 3
The EIeCtoral SYSIEIM ...t mmmenr e e e e e e e 4..
The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) ........uuuiieuiiiiiiiimmmmmre e e e e e e e e e e e e s e 5
R T4 o] 0 1= 0 10 U0 > PP 10
Voting of Lebanese nationals living abroad .............c..ooeviiiiiiiime e 12
Voting in the place Of I @SIAENCE ... emmmm e e 14
Lowering the voting and candidacCy ages ...........coovviiiiiiiiiiiceeemiereirinnimmmmms e 15
Ensuring the secrecy of the ballot ................uueieiiiicce e 16
Voting mechanisms for voters with additional needs ..........ccccceiiimmm e, 18
Finance campaign reguIAtiONS ...........ooiiiiiiiiiiiimeeem e reeee e e e e e e s mmmmne 19
Electoral medi a and advertising campaign regulations ..........cccccvveeeeninsimmemiieeeeeeeeeenn 21
Electoral Facts and StatiStICS ..........cocuiiiiiiiiiii e 23

2| Page



Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform (CCER)

The Civil Campaign for Elgtoral Reform is @oalition ofcivil society assoiations Municipalities
and syndicateslt was founded onJunés, 2006. Today it includes more than &8&tive civil society
associations covering all of Lebanon addition to unions and municipaliti€she Campaig aims and calls
for reforming dectoral systems in general, focusing mainly onrtiumicipal and prliamentary ones.

Since 2006, the Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform has been able to introduce the electoral reform concept
into the political ife. It wasrecentlycapable of influencing the general debate on reforming the municipal
and parliamentary election laws. The Campaign lobbied for the adoption of a large number of reforms within
the parlianentary electiotaw no. 25/2008 The Civil Campégn for Electoral Reform was seeking lately to
amend theelections law. It prepared a comprehensive draft law and submittedlitrtonistes and M,

urging the Parliament to adopt it.

Since its launching, the Campaign has been working on pushiregrfamber of reforms in line with the

international standards for democratic elections, these being:

Proportional Representation
ThelndependenElectoralCommission

Participation of Lebanesepatriates in the parliamentary elections.
Adoption of the dfcial pre-printed ballot

Allowing a minimum one third quota for womémthebal lists.

Lowering the voting age from 21 to 18 and the candidacy age from 25 to 22.

N o o b~ DR

Implementing the necessary reforms to facitéhe electoral process feoterswith addtional
needs

8. Shorteninghe mandate ofmunicipal councils from 6 to 4 years.

9. Finance campaign regulations

10. Electoral nedia and adveiging campaign regulations

CCERb agenda also includes other reforsegh asllowing the voters to vote fathe municipal councilsof
their place ofresidence, providing voting mechanisms for the dio& detainedand thesoldiers in addition

to performing the vote counting in the polling centers insteadmjlling stations.
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The Electoral System

AAdopting proportional representatiowith closed lists that may be incomplédg thirds of the seats at a

minimum.
ADividing Lebanon intcelectoral districtbasedn the following criteria:

1- Electoral districtshall be at leastmediumsized(i.e. around20 seés) for the proportional representation

system tdbe effective andachiee the following:

- Providethe minimumdynamic of change.

- Constitute dransitional phase from small electoral districts (Caseddistricts) to Lebanon as one
electoraldistrict.

- Encouragealliances betweermolitical parties andgroups and consequently, limithe fanatical
political discourse anihdividualismin the electoral process.

- Contribute tomoving the concept oflectiors f r om fAvoting for pandpl e o
political agendas

- Thegeneral principlef proportional representatias that the larger thelectoral districtthe higher
the chance®f small groupdo enterthe Parliament.

- In contrast withsmallsized or singlanemberdistricts proportiond representationveakengolitical
clientelism and prevents candidates from entering the parlicvyeritering services to voters the

small districtghey are running ior to voters of thie own confession.
2- Mediumsizeddistrictsshall provideequality amond.ebaneseoters(value ofthe vote.
Aln this system, seats are allocatethelists pursuant tahe largest remaindéormula

AAn electoral thresholdieterminesthe requiredminimum number of voteshat a list shall obtairto be

represented (to beetermined more accurately whigre electoral district is decided
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The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC)

Rationale for establishingan IEC in Lebanon

A To guaranteg¢heimpartiality and independence of tieéectionsorganizes.

A Tobuild the confidence of voters the results of the electoral process.

A To contribute to ensuring equal opportunities for all candidates.

A To build apermanenand pofessional body specializing @lectoralmanagement

A Becauselectionsare notprepaedin days and months, but amecontinuous and integratpdocess

A To establish the practice afeutrality and independence of the electoral proceasagemenin
Lebanon.

A Becausehte formation of a neutral getnment that includes no candidates to elextionsandor the
presence of neutralMinister of Interior during the electoral period is positive but does not totally
guaranteghe impartiality of the politicahuthority towardgshe elections.Therefore,it is necesary to
have an independent ¢y (independentommissiol to organiz, manageand supervisthe elections
This body shallwork independentlyfrom other authoritiesparticularlythe executive authorityt shall
enjoyfinancial and administrativautonomy(legal personaity).

Composition

1 CCERsuggests that the independepnimmissionbe permanent andnadeup of 9 members serving a

four-yearmandatewith some ofthemre-elected every two years.

1 Membes shall be nominated by tii@lowing bodies
- The Supreme Judicial Councibminates three formegaresiding judges fronthe Court of Cassation
(Presidenof the Commission
- The State Councilaminates three formeipresiding judges frorthe State Counc{Vice-president
- The Court of Audit nominates three formeipresiding judgefrom the Court of Audit fnember)
- TheBeirut Bar AssociationCouncilnominateghree forner members of the Bar Council émber)
- TheTripoli Bar AssociationCouncil nominatethree forner members of the Bar Council g¢mber)
- ThePressSyndicatenominate three of its membersrember)

- Threecivil societymemberswith expertise irelectoralmatters
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Proposed mechanism for e selection oCommissionmembers

Option one
In a first round, théarliamentlects 6 members out of the 9 by secret polling acdnplete lists and by a
majority of two thirds of its members. In the following rounds, absolute majority is applied.

Two years after the commission is formed, four new members are elected to replace the four members whose
names have been taken out by di@e name of the CommissidPresidentshall not be included in the

draw the draw is performed by the oldest member) using the same method of incomplete list with 3
members out of 4. Two years later, the deputies elect 5 new members to replace therbgdsrwho have
remained in their seats since the first election, also using the method of incomplete lists with a maximum of 3
members out of 5. This electoral process continues every two years to change the members of the

Commission.

Option two:

a The Paliamentelects by secret polling with a twhirdsmajority in the first round and an absolute
majority in the subsequent rounds, 5 members out of the number of Commission members to be elected
by theParliament. The voting is repeated until the numbenembers to be elected by tRarliamenis
complete. Every deputy shall have the right to a maximum of three votes. If the candidates of each
category obtain equal votes, a draw shall determine the winners. The number of Commission members to
be elected pthe parliament is:

-From the State Council (the Vid&resident
-From the Court of Audit (a member)

-3 members of the civil society candidates.

b- The twothirdsmajority of the Cabinetmembers elects thEresidentof the Commission from the
candidates suggted by the Higher Judicial Council, in addition to a member from the candidates of
each of the Press Syndicate, the Beirut Bar Association, and the Tripoli Bar Asspaiatipthe
Commission members appointed by @ebinetbeing necessarily electetiwo years after the formation
of t he n Co nParliamenklects 8 new mdmbers to the remaining number of members elected
by theParliament The Cabinetappoints two new members to the remaining number oflvees it had
elected previouslyThis formuda shall be only used for the first time because election/appointment shall

later be made by rotation.
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- The civil society candidates shall submit their candidacy applications and resumes to the committee
composed of the President and two members of tihstational Council (the youngest and eldest). The
committee proceeds with a screening of the applications pursuant to clear standards, conducts personal

interviews with the selected candidates, and sends 9 namesarkiaenent

- Theterm of officeof the Commissiompresidenis four yearsthat may not be immediately renewaiter
the first electionprovided that a new president is ettfautomaticallyandnot by way of drawing lots

every four years.

- The Commission members shall maintain theircfioms even after the end of their mandate pending the

appointment and oattaking of new members.

- The ermof office of membershall be 4 yeargenewable onceA Commission member may not be re
elected for a third mandatbut after the lapse of oneamdate between the end of his second term and
the new candidacy process.

- Upon their appointment and oathking, the Commission members shall elect a secretary and a trustee
from among themselves pursuant to the provisions of the bylathgn a month dedline afteroath
taking and publishing the bylain the official Gazette

- The Commésion shall, bysimple majority (6 members appoint its Executive Director. The
Commission shall specify thermsof appointment of th®irector and higasks.The Conmission shall
also specify term®f the organization and appointment of the administrative body anthsksin
accordance with théy-law. The rights and duties of th&xecutive Director and members of the

administrative bodyowards the Commissicare sibjectto the Labor Law.

- The Commission shall be considered in a state of permanent convention as soon as it calls for the

elections.

- Gender balancshall betaken into account when selectimpmmissiormembers
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Departmentsof the commission

- The main office of the Commission

- The regional electoral stiffices (based on the electoral districting)
- The voter register department

- The financial supervision department

- The electoral media and advertising supervision department

- The training departnms

- The voter education department

Proposedtasksof the commission

1 The Commission shall be responsible for organizing and calling for participation in parliamentary and

local elections and bglections in Lebanon.

1 Prepare a general perception ptHrihe electoral process phases, the management mechanism thereof,

and the supervision of electoral campaigns; and prepare the necessary plans for implementation.

9 Carry out a periodic review of electoral laws and procedures, prepare maps of the elesttanal, and
submit recommendations to the Government concerning electoral legislations or the amendment of
electoral laws.

1 Work on the electoral education of citizens and guarantee the ability of all voters to communicate with
the Commission to inguérabout any subject relating to the electoral process, or ask for any clarification
about the Commission itself.

T Prepare and regularly update the final wversion o

1 Receive and approve or reject candidacyiappbns.

1 Prepare and print the official ballot papers.

9 Allocate the polling centers and ensure easy access to all voters including those with special needs.
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1 Supervise the training of elections staff on all phaséisedflectoral procedures.

1 Appoint theheads of polling stations and their assistants.

9 Provide all the supplies needed by polling stations on Elections Day.

9 Count and sort the ballots and announce the official results.

i Accreditlocal and international observers.

1 Supervise the eleatal media and advertising.

1 Monitor the major donations and contributions received by each candidate or list and publish a table

thereof, and control the electoral spending of candidates and lists on their electoral campaigns.

1 Write periodic reports on &process of elections.

1 Receive complaints arising from the electoral process and refer them to the competent judicial authority.

9 Establish a joint operations room with the security forces that are responsible for the elections security.

1 Publish its eports and the reports it receives from candidates or lists or committees. Submit its reports to

the President of the Republic, Prime Minister, Speaker of the Parliament, and the Constitutional Council.

1 Selfmonitor its work through auditing and evalweti

1 Archive all materials related to the management and organization of elections for future review or

researchandattend international seminars and conferences on elections
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A A daenitnum one third quota for woménthe electcal lists

A A dclosed electoral lists without preferential votiag that women are neliminatedand deprivecdf

representation.

AA quota mechanism determintee place ofivomenon any list: at least one womavithin each group of
threemalecardidates.

A Women quota is a temporary positive measure to activate the polificparticipation of women.

Accordingly, he Gampaign requestts adoptiorfor four electorakycles.

Rationale

AThoughby a small marginwomen make up the greater paftregistered voters on thehecklistsand
among actual voters, but their share of parliamentary seats remsainall reaching 3.12% otlected
parliamentary seats in 2009.

A L e bhasrsignedhe Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimioatagainst Women in

1997, butthe Conventionhas not yebeenput into force. The Conventiomould contribute to activating the

political participation of women an@cceleratingthe bridging of gender inequality. Th&onvention

stipulated the principlef affirmative actioni n A r t Adeoptioa by4StatesfiParties of temporary special
measures aimed at accelerating de facto equality between men and women shall not be considered
discrimination as defined in the present Convention, but shall in no way asta consequence the
maintenance of unequal or separate standards; these measures shall be discontinued when the objectives of

equality of opportunity and treatment have been achéeved
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A Tadaption ofa quota forwomenwould contribute to chaging the apportionment of thprevailing
stereotypical roles ancultural mentabktructures in society which contribute to chiamgghe prevailing view

to women and electoral behavimwards them. This sHastrategically lead tdhe achievement of eqlity

between the sexeas stated in Aicle 5 of the above Conventiofi: St at e s Rake dl apprepriaseh a | |
measures to modify the social and cultural patterns of conduct of men and women, with a view to achieving
the elimination of prejudices and stomary and all other practices which are based on the idea of the
inferiority or the superiority of either of the sexes or on stereotyped roles for men andawvomen

The Fourth World Conference on Women held in Beijing in 18186 developethe concepbf affirmative
action ortemporarymeasures, whil@s decisionscommitted States to adopt a quota to activate vegomo6 s
political par t wanenpand mennequallyi iM adrisidrakizgeand policies to achieve
programsof actions inthe followingareas;put an end to inequalityn leadershipand decisiormaking and

allocate minimumgpuot as for the participation of women by
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Voting of Lebanese nationals living abroad

AlmplementChapterl0 of Law No. 252008which proclaimed the right of Lebanesationals living abroad

to vote in their place of residenogerseasn the parliamentary electiomgld afterthe 2009 elections.
AA distinction must be made betwekabaneseationals living abroad who haveetLebanese nationality
and thoseof Lebanese descenth@ lattershall not be entitled to voteunlessthey obtain the Lebanese

identity through the fulfillment of legal requirements

The voting process

1 Polling centers embassies, consulates, or anyrmehelse, after obtaining the consent of the host country.

Based on international standards, it is not necessary to organize the elections in all canahtireall
regions, butuniform standardsnust be followedor choosing tohold elections in a spedd country
(Example: The percentage of registered voters, the presence of an embassy or consciatsenhef

the host country...)

1 Openvoluntary registration abroad wheegery Lebaneswishingto voteregistershigher name.This

way, here will ke two checklistsan internal one for residents azua externabne fornonresidents

1 Completion of the registration peri@lor 4 monthdefore pollingdateto secure the closingf internal
and external checklist¥hese checklists shall mwmpare to avoidduplicate name entriefAccording
to law No. 252008 the deadline for the registration dfebanese nationals living abroadDscember

31* of the year precedinifpe followingparliamentaryelections)

1 Dates of polling and counting: pollinghall takeplace within a week or twbefore the internal ballot.

Vote count shall be carried oimmediately after the completion of the ballot, but the announcement of

the resultshall bein conjunction with thennouncement of the internal results

1 Lebanese nationals living abroaball not elect different deputies, Ishall electthe sameones out of
the 128MPsin the LebanesParliamentdueto the difficulty of defining criteria for the distribution of

seatn confessionabr geographical basj

A Candidacyandwithdrawaltiming shallbethe same ai Beirut.
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Polling mechanisms:

A Electronic voting is not feasiblgue tothe absence of the papeaallot version, and thutherewould be
no possibility to checkor errors ifanyoccur. In thecase of electronic voting witthe paper versionthe

polling costbecomesigher than the cost ebting by regular mail.
A Postal voting willposea problem irsecuring secrecy of the ballamd noamanipulation thereof

A Direct voting is the most seamethod It is possible to use thereprinted ballotandtwo envelopesn
the case of multiplelectoral districtdo reduce the humbef ballot boxes. After votingthe expatriate
voter shallput higherlist in a small envelope on which lseewrites the name othe electoral district
Thenhé'sheshall put this envelope ia biggerenvelope in order to ensure the secrecy of the ballot and

to facilitate thecountingprocess.
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Voting in the place of residence

1 Votingin the place bresidence is theemporaryproposalof the Civil Campaign for Electoral Reform
for the upcoming parliamentary electioriBhis means that the voter shall voite his’her place of
residencedor the electoral districiof his/herplace of recordn orderto reduce therinsfer of the voter
from his/herplace of residence tuis/herplace of origin and the impact on Hisrchoices.

1 Determine aspecific geographical distance from which to allow votergotein their place of residence
(Example: voterérom Corniche Al Mazraa residing in Ashrafiate not allowed tootein their place of

residencealue tothe proximiy of the geographical areas)

1 TheCampai gn 6 formunicpa electioms iso vote in the place of residence so that voters can
vote for candidatest the municipalityof this residenceTheir names shall beregisteredn advanceafter
fulfilling the legal requirementgtitle deed,leasea gr e e me nt é ) choosB ithe muwicpalig r
he/shdntends to participate iits electionsfior people who have morkan one place of residence)
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Lowering the voting and candidacy ages

A Lowervoting age to 18.

A Lowercandidacy age to 22.

Rationale

1 Recamcile the age diegalmajority (18 yearg and the age of political majority.

9 Itis a fundamental right of young people without the need for justification.

1 Young people arthedynamicforceof the electoral machinery.

1 Young peoplaid notyetenter the labor markeand thatmakestheir votesmore liberal

1 Empoweing young people by giving them the right to vote is tpertal to seriouslyapproach youth

policy.

1 The ability of young people to vote, and thisinfluencerepresentation, is a major motivation for

elected politicianso be interested igouth issues and poligeffecting them.

1 It helpsyoung peopldo engage in political lifeyolunteerismand public affairs issues.

T The yout hés par t i cprquess, ina ronlgs abservehse@olle wakletshutas |
voters,will contribute to the consolidationf civil and democratic choices among them.

1 Motivateyoung people to be more activeorderto contribute to the delivery dlieirideas ad valuedo

the parliament or the municipal council.

1 Lower candidacy age to 2&fter a lapse of 4 yeafsne paliamentary sessiorfpllowing the right to

vote, which encourages youth elitesgain access to power
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Ensuring the secrecy of the ballot

1

Strictly respect theicinity of polling centers and stations

The polling statiorheadshall strictly requestrom voters to enter behind theting boothand notto
allow anyone nearit, in addition to notallowing any of thepoll watchersor the security forceso
approactthevoting boothfor any reason.

Preparation and printing of official balktb be use@xclusively in the voting process:

The commissionin charge of organizing and managing elections shadpare officialballots and
distribute them to the muhafazatsbefore the polling dayBodies in charge of delivering logistic
equipmento polling statons shall deliver the ballots to the polling statibeads The lawshalltake into

accountdeadlines that must be givéar lists toregisterandfor organizers t@roducethe ballots

Lists shallchoose the colpname ad sloganof the list and regiterthembefore the period prescribed by
law with thecommission in charge of organizing and managing electiimsballots shall contaisign

language to facilitate the voting procéssindividualswith additional needs.

The size of the ballot shdledeterminé before determining the size of thallot box

Parties and citizenshallhave the right to obtain a sample of b&lot not intended to be used in order to
carry outeducationameetings for their machineries

T h e v shallbeindhe polirtgcenterinstead of the polling station:

After completion of the voting procedbe polling station paneshall carry out theounting of votes
only. It shallrecordon the tally sheet theumler of votes in each ballot box and submibithe polling

centerofficer (The commission in charge of organizing and managing elecsball appointhe polling

center officer amonthe polling stationheadsor fromexternal partigs
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2. Ballot boxes shall be transferréim thepolling stationto the countingroom at the centahrough the
polling stationhead,his asistantandsecurity escortdgn addition to poll watchers and observérghey

sowish.

3. Ballot boxes shall bassembledéh thecountingcenter andhe polling station panahallbe made up of a
presidentand tle youngest analdest polling stationheads The counting processshall startin the
presence of theoll watchers After countingthe votesvotes obtained by each of the cantida the
number of blank ballotévhich arenot discardedl the number ofdiscarded ballotwith justificationand
the number of remaininigallots shall be recorded on the tally sh&&te number otontested ballotsf
any, shall be pointed out and attached to the tally sheet, and theslatébe submitted tahe higher
registration committee which takes tireal decision.

AsSectarianand gendedistributionof ballot boxes shall beanceledsincelLebanesevoters vote according to
different datg starting withgeographicand sectariandivisions, and then by doctrine and genderale or
female) which contributego knowing the trends ofoters. Thiscancellatiorshall bedoneby usingpersonal

status registerExample:ballot boxes shalbe divided from No. 1 to No. 20 thepolling statonNo . .1 é)

A A tleteemining the vicinity of the centers according to legal proviseatsirity forcesshall prevent any

element of the electoral machindrgm enteing the premises
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Voting mechanisms for voters with additional need s

A Adopt qualified polling stationsvith specifications set forth in&ree 2214 of 2009, which allqveople

with disabilitiesto exercise their righih complete independence.

A Raise awareness among all personw®lved with the organization of the eteral process on how to
engage and deal withlind pemle, and provide them witha training course and distributerinted

materals that ensureoting of thedeaf person

A Provide all documents thattroducethe electorabr electionrelatedprocessin a mamer suitable for
bl i nd p e o pdudqcassetier GDi darfegont ballofor people withweakvision.

A Include sign language images containing common phrassediin thevoting process$o ensure ease of
communication between the deatae polling stationheadand his assistants, and that itecess of
votingis carried outndependently.

A The Commission in charge of managing and organizing elections should officially assign feeople
accompany blind perserinto the pollingcenterin order to complete the voty process, taking into
accountwhether theblind personacceptsassistanc®r not Allow mentally disabled persorie choose

whoeverthey sedit to assisthemin completing the ballot process.

A Adoptpre-preparediniform canddate listsin all electoral district$o be adaptetbr blind people.

A Includethec andi datred highbroname and the bldcparty symbolin the preprepared

uniform candidate lists

A The commission in chargd managing and organizirgectionsshall,in collaboration with theelevant
associationsadopt amobile training polling stationbefore the electionw train people with disabilities

on completinghe voting processndependentlyand introduce them to their political rights.

A Reaffirm the right of persons with disabilitig® participatein the political process(candidacy,

management, and vote)

A Educate the community on the political rights of persons with disabilities and their importance.
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Finance campaign regulations

A

Idenify avarying ceilingfor promotingequality in spending among candidates, i.e., determine the value
of the ceiling depending on the size aléctoral districtsand the number of seatsjthout adoping a

singlefixed value forall electoral districts

Duration of different periodic social benefghall not be limitedo three years, bughall beextenadto
five years at leadb reduce the phenomenon establishingservice associatioria the period between

successive parliamentary elections.

Work on separatingparliament and government membership ensure the integrity of the work of
ministries during election campaigns aedsure thenonuse of public facilities and departmerits
personal interestsnicase this is not possibléhereshall be a careful monitoring of the activities of

ministries and ministers within and outside the campaign period.

When calculating candidates and pagdispending, dke into account the amounts allocated for
transactions relating to the issuance of idertiyds and passports to voters, as well as fees for the

transfer of voters, whether inside or outside Lebanon.

Adopt uniform prices in calculatingdvertisingexpenditureswithout adhering to th@ricesset by the

companies that deal with the candidates

Publish financial reports for all candidates atidts making themaccessible to Lebanese citizens,

pursuant to the principle of the right of access to information.

Requirecandidates to submit thedtatemets of accounturing the period specifieby theorganizing

commissiorandpenalizeviolators.

Require candidates to appoint accountami®ng with the auditorin order to ensureaccuracy and
professionalisnin the process of calculatingxpenses during the preparation of financial reports on

expenditures.
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A Imposefines on municipalities and candidatesdase they did not abide Iige clauseon theallocation

of specific place$or ad postingtakinginto accountthéé e gual spaceo principle.

A Strictly controlnewsintroductionsand comedyshows that includeelectoralpromotions ompropaganda,

include themin advertisingexpendituresandpenalizedifferent violating media

A Prevent the use afllocationsfor deputiegasphalt and other. duringthe campaign period.

A Reduce the value of chexissued by candidates to thighestLebanese currencyategorywhich is
100,000 L.L.

A Candidates shallrpvide weekly expenditure reports to the commission organipingupervising the

elections.

A Controlvolunteeing through the adoption of a labpasis for voluntary work signesy volunteers.

A Link the deadline fothe appeals periodo the financial reportingperiodto be able taresort tothe

financial reports if a candidateishesto appeal.

A Initiate candidatureat least six months beforeetfelection date anstartto calculateelection campaign

expenses from the dateiaftiating candidatures

A Identify legitimateand illegitimateexpenditurs.

A Lift banking secrecy on all accounts of candidates, as well as their ascendants andmisscenda
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Electoral media and advertising campaign regulations

A Completethe lawwith a code of conducto which both media and mediprofessionals commitThis
shall alsobe a solution for medianstitutionsto reduceextremistdiscoursethrough the metanisms of

coverage andewsediting without compromisinghe objectivity andntegrity of the news.

A Review laws governing the media adétermining their ownership.

A The need for the production of electoral education programs byothenission orgaaing the electoral
process(the solutionlies in the possibilityof using part of the flat candidature feein addition to
requiing bloc participatiorthrough deductingnotheramount from thie election campaign)

A Includea requirement fothe adoptia by law of the candidateprograms as a badisr talk shows

A Define the powersgiven to thecommissionoverseeing the elections and the extent of its operational
capacity in order to exercise its role and functions.

A Strengthen the role dheofficial media and abolishis affiliation to the Minister of Information.

A The pssibility of requiring satellitechannelsas well aslocal stationsin Lebanonto adhere tathe

electoral medidaw.

A 1t should be made clear to the media that it is not possitiiatsmitpolitical speectwhen it includes
incitementand treasorfor suchanactis punishable by lawl herefore, thenechanism for accountability
which is present in the current lanust be activatedvhich allows mediastations to be referrew the

judiciary in case theyiolatethe provisions of the law.
A Specifymedia and dvertisementjuotain advancen the law andadopta specific spacéor thecomplete

and incompletdists and theindividual candidate t@nsureequalmedia exposureThe commissio in

charge of managing and organizing electisinall be responsible farganizingthis quota.
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A Setregulationsin the lawon electoral statistics andiebsites ofparties candidates or listspr other
websites thabroadcaspolitical news.The 24-hour newsticker should be includedmong thessues to

be monitored by theommission organizing and managing the elections.

A The competent court coulthposesanctions other than finesd publish the material containinghe
offense ommitted by the newspap o its front pageon a clear spageand also for visuamedia
throughthe news ticker showinat the bottom of the screen.

A The needor the commission in charge of organizing and managing eledioissueweekly reports
monitoling all media,showingwhether theyespected or violated the law.

Remarks:
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Electoral Facts and Statistics

IndependentEkctoral Commissiorg The World

B Independent

B Governmental

Mixed

B Nonexistant

Number of Countries

Type # of Countries Countries (Examples)

Independent 118 Australia. Canada, India, Mexico, Turkey

Italy, Lebanon, Syria, United States of

Governmental 57 i
America
Mixed 31 Argentina, Japan, Chad, France
Nonexistent 8 China, Saudi Arabia, Qatar
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Independent Electoral CommissianArab Countries

Type

Independent

Governmental

Nonexistent

# of Countries

10

Out-of-Country Voting- The World

Countries (Examples)

Tunisia, Iraq, Palestine, Sudan,
Yemen

Lebanon, Syria, Kuwait

Libya, United Aab Emirates, Saudi
Arabia, Qatar

Number of Countries

m External Voting

m No external voting

No direct elections

M Information not available
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Distribution of Percentages According to Type of Elections

31

21

10

Ry
“%
(72
%
»,
v,
9«0 \0«\
%, o,
2, K’
% %
;\0 ;vo
),
&
&\ %,
\0«\ 00 2 &A\e
% % 2,
() \0\ N 6@
“, Y K2
& (4
ohll
o
%, %,
%, e
% 5
%, o,
.u\QQ '\
Z ,&o
2, %, 00 owo
9, %. %,
2, 0, ()
% % o
“V\wu, V\mﬂ
s, ‘e "9
% 4, 7,
% N %
e.\w\ o, 9
&)
¢,
< /8
&\wo %,
(2 e,
) (3
N %
N ,_..,z
Ky o, 2,
% X “,
2, ) (2
S ) R
%, 9, .
e e e,
N ', R 4
2, 7, S, %
% %, %, %,
%, %, T Yy
Pz
o %,
2, S,
K7 %,
mve .\.eo..
>, .
S, (4
7,
.ooz
%,
(4

Voting Ageg The World

Lebanon

c
@
)
X
(7]
|

B Seventeen

M Eighteen

H Nineteen

= Twenty

= Twentyone

= Other

Number of Countries
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Voting Ageg The Arab World

m Twenty

m Seventeen
B Eighteen

= Twenty one

® No information available

Number of Countries

: No information
Seventeen Eighteen Twenty Twenty one .
available

Quota for Women (Parliament)

| of countries

Voluntary Political Party  Constitutional Quota  Electoral Law Quota
Quota
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